Benefiting commercial aquaculture,

Conserving natural resources

Species used in aguaponics:
Rules and regs

Floridians are constructing and oper-
ating aquaponic systems for home or
commercial use. These systems typi-
cally include tilapia (Oreochromis
spp.) and potentially the Malaysian
prawn (Macrobrachium rosenbergii)
or the red claw crayfish (Cherax
quadricarinatus).

Four tilapia species (O. aureus, O.

niloticus, O. urolepis and O. mossam-

bicus) and their hybrids and the red
claw crayfish are designated by the

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-

tion Commission (FWC) as
“conditional species.”

Condltlonal species are not al-

These aquatic
animals can be
integral biologi-
cal components
of the system to
provide dis-

lowed for per-
sonal possession.
FWC will not
issue a permit to
| possess these

| species in back-

solved nutrients

Tilapia

— yard aguaponic

for the growing
plants, clean the system of organic
detritus, or as co-products that can be
eaten by the owner or sold for human
consumption.

However, these animals are not na-
tive to Florida and there are restric-
tions concerning their live posses-
sion, culture, transportatlon and sale.
These restric- ]
tions were im-
plemented to
prevent their
establishment
and spread and
the unintended

Malay5|an prawn

systems.
Of the four tilapias, only the blue

tilapia (O. aureus) may be possessed,

transported, and cultured without a
permit in four FWC regions: North

Central (Citrus County only), North-

east, South, and Southwest. These

four regions are located south of a line
drawn diagonally across the state from

| Crystal River through St.
Augustine.

prohibited in Florida.

changes to
Florida’s environment and native
species that might occur. State rule
prohibits the release of any nonnative
species, including those used in ag-
uaponic systems, into Florida waters.

Individuals interested in starting or

operating an aquaponic facility as a

commercial business producing

Florida Dept of Agriculture and Consumer Services
X/> — . e oy
UITURE

Division of
Aquaculture

Leslie Palmer, Director

1203 Governor's Square Boulevard,
Suite 501

Tallahassee, Florida 32301-2961

Tallahassee Office: 850-488-5471

Winter Haven Office: 863-297-3985

Email: Leslie.Palmer@FreshfromFlorida.com
Website: http://www.FloridaAquaculture.com

fied facilities are regulated by the Divi-
sion of Aquaculture via Best Manage-

ment Practices,
in accordance
with Chapter
597, Florida
Aquaculture
Policy Act,
Florida Statutes.

For information
about certifica-
tion or to apply
for a Certificate,

Red claw crayfish
This species may not be used in
backyard aquaponic systems

v Blue tilapia must be identified
as pure blue by FWC staff or
an FWC designee. All other
tilapia species or hybrids are

please visit: http://www.FloridaAquacul
ture.com.

Vegetable production is regulated by the
Division of Fruit and Vegetables, for
more information, visit: http://www.
freshfromflorida.com/fruits/.

Individuals that plan to sell their animal
products for human consumption must
acquire a Food Permit from the Division
of Food Safety. For more information,
visit http://www.freshfromflorida.com
[fs/inspectn.html.

For aquaponic production information,
contact Mr. Carlos Martinez with the
University of Florida’s Tropical Aqua-
culture Laboratory at 813-671-5230 ext/
109 or carlosvm@uifl.edu.

aquatic animals, including conditional
species, must apply for an Aquacul-
ture Certificate of Registration. Certi-
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Red claw crayfish and Malaysian prawn images
courtesy of Auburn University.
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