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APALACHICOLA BOAT RAMP DEDICATED

Commissioner Charles H.
Bronson joined Apalachicola
seafood producers and proc-
essors, County Commis-
sioners, Representative
Will Kendrick, and Florida
Seafood Queen Sara Ward
to dedicate a new boat ramp
located at Two Mile.

Commissioner Bronson

commented, “I am pleased

that the Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer
Services could assist by pro-
Viding funds for the Franklin
County Board of County
Commissioners to construct
the new boat ramp. Many
of the 1,139 oyster fisher-
men and 20 oyster process-
ing facilities licensed by the
Department will directly
benefit from this facility."

Construction of the new
boat ramp began in early
August in time to be com-
pleted before the opening of
the winter oyster harvesting
season on September 1*.

Apalachicola Bay produces
over 90% of Florida’s oys-
ters.

FLORIDA AQUACULTURE PLAN 2008-09 AVAILABLE

The Aquaculture Review
Council revised the Florida
Aquaculture Plan as required
by the Florida Aquaculture
Policy Act.

The Plan ensures effective
communication between
the Governor, Legislature,
public, producers, and
agencies about the status
and needs of Florida aqua-
culture. The Plan describes
aquacultural priorities and
identifies mechanisms for

increasing production.
Funds designated by the
Legislature for aquaculture
research and development
must be used to address the
projects and activities desig-
nated in the Plan.

Aquaculture Review Coun-
cil Chair Brad McLane pro-
vided the Plan to the Com-
missioner of Agriculture
and chairs of the Florida
Senate and House Agricul-
ture Committees.

Mr. McLane noted, “We
are very appreciative of
Florida’s history of invest-
ing public funds to support
Florida aquaculture. Public
investment has been and is
critical to our continued

success.”

The Plan can be read or
downloaded from http:
//www.FloridaAquacul
ture.com/pub.htm.
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TRIPLOID GRASS CARP: WHAT, WHY, WHERE
Triploid grass carp are util- permit from the Florida Fish can only stock triploid grass
ized throughout Florida and and Wildlife Conservation carp on the farm.
many other states to control Commission. Visit http:// . .
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To reduce the
risk of uncon-
trolled popula-
tions of grass carp becoming
established in Florida, only a
functionally sterile form can
be stocked. Triploid grass
carp possess three sets of
chromosomes in each cell that
was induced in the fertilized
egg by pressure, heat, or
chemical shock. The three
chromosome set disrupts suc-
cessful reproduction.

Citizens wishing to stock trip-
loid grass carp must obtain a

@ No Grass Carp

a=( Triploid or Diploid
<= Diploid
<= Triploid

each state is
somewhat dif-
ferent in how
they accept con-
firmation that
the fish suppiicd
are triploids.
Some states
utilize an in-
spection and
certification

permit. Residents of Lee
County can acquire triploid
grass carp at no cost from the
Lee County Hyacinth Control
District. Visit http://www
Jchcd.org/ or call 239-
694-5844 for information or
a permit.

Aquaculturists that possess an
Aquaculture Certificate of
Registration are not required
to have the FWC permit but

program offered by the ULS.
Fish and Wildlife Service.
Visit http://www.fws.gov
/warmsprings/fish
health/frgrscrp.html or
call 706-655-3382 for infor-

mation.

For assistance in determining
state regulatory requirements
call Paul Zajicek at 850-488-
4033 or zajicep(@doacs.state.
fl.us.

SOUTHEASTERN MARINE WEATHER WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
launched a new Web portal
that provides marine forecasts
and information on coastal
wind and water conditions for
the Carolinas, Georgia, Flor-
ida and Alabama.

The site has four tabs that
represent: Current speed and
direction, hazards, tides, sur-
face temperature, rain, and
marine forecast. Map over-
lays, which can be toggled
on/ off, provide users with

additional information and are

incorporated in the display
for each of the tabs.

Visit http:/ /forecast.
weather.gov/mwp/.
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WINTER WEATHER PREDICTION: COLD!

Severe freezes are three times
more 1ﬂ<cly to occur in Flor-
ida this winter because of
Neutral conditions in the Pa-
cific.

After a winter and spring with
central and eastern Pacific
Ocean temperatures along the
equator colder than normal, a
condition known as La Nifia,
the Pacific has now returned
to near normal. Near normal

sea surface temperatures in

this area of the Pacific are
known as Neutral conditions.

Neutral conditions are likely
to continue through the re-
mainder of 2008 and possibly
into 2009.

The Florida Climate Center
provides a simple “rule of
thumb” to predict the severity
of approaching cold fronts.

If the high pressure center
dips south of Dallas, Texas,

there is a good chance Florida
will experience freezing tem-
peratures. If the high remains
north of Dallas, Florida is
probably safe.

Remember this is a rule of
thumb and you should moni-
tor the official National
Weather Service forecasts or
visit AgroClimate: A Service
of the Southeast Climate Con-
sortium on the Web at:
http://agroclimate.org/.

OPERATION CLEANSWEEP: STATEWIDE PESTICIDE PICKUP

Operation Cleansweep isa
mobile pesticide collection
program that provides a safe
way to dispose of cancelled,
suspended, or unusable pesti-
cides at no-cost. Pesticide
dealers can participate for a
fee.

The Department of Agricul—
ture and Consumer Services is

collecting names, addresses

and pesticide quantities and
types from participants and
verifying this information.
When a sufficient quantity of
product is identified for an
area, a contractor will visit

each location for pickup.

Visit http://www.dep.
state.fl.us/waste/ categor
ies/cleansweep-pest
icides/ and download a

Contact Information Sheet.
Fax or email the information
sheet to cleansweep(@doacs
.state.fl.us. The deadline for
requesting pickup is Decem-

ber 15, 2008.

For additional information or
to receive a Contact Informa-
tion Sheet call, toll-free, 877-
851-5285.

FLORIDA AQUATIC NURSERIES, INC. WINS THREE AWARDS

The McLane family cele-
brated winning the Interna-
tional Water Lily & Water
Gardening Society’s 2008
Water Lilies Competition
with First and Second place in
the hybridized tropical water
lily category.

The farm also won First Place
with People’s Choice Award
from the Sarah P. Duke Gar-
den at Duke University where
the competition was held.

Owned and operated by a

third generation aquatic plant
farming family, Florida

Aquatic Nurseries, Inc. was
hard hit by the 2004-05 hurri-
canes but has recovered
through the combined efforts
of the family and their 10yal

employees.

Full-color images of these
beautiful flowers can be
viewed on-line at: http://
www.iwgs.org/.
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Turtles Wanted!

Increasing Asian demand for live fresh-
water turtles and a pending rule change
by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-

. | servation Commission that limits wild
| harvest may make freshwater turtles

grown on Florida farms a bit more valu-

= | able.

| Florida aquaculturists that possess an

Aquaculture Certificate of Registration
can sell freshwater turtles cultured on
their farm. Florida has 34 turtle farms that are certified by the
Division and they maybe interested in buying freshwater turtles
for additional grow-out. The turtles must be accompanied by a
bill of sale, bill of lading, or receipt that includes the seller’s
Aquaculture Certificate of Registration number (AQ#).

Contact Portia Sapp, gotwalp(@doacs.state.fl.us or 863-519-
8459, or Paul Zajicek, zajicep@doacs.state.fl.us or 850-488-
4033, for a list of turtle farms and additional information.
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